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Veteran state lawmaker Burling to retire

Political landscape begins to change as redistricting plan deadline nears

By Robert J. McCarthy 

Updated: March 13, 2012, 6:41 AM 

The 2012 reapportionment plan shifting the district boundaries of several Western New York legislators has claimed its first victim — Republican Assemblyman Daniel J. Burling of Warsaw. 

The veteran lawmaker announced his retirement Monday after Senate and Assembly negotiators moved closer to adopting a final plan creating a district based mostly in Erie County already drawn by a legislative task force. 

With the new State Legislature redistricting plan changing little from earlier versions, Republican State Sen. Mark J. Grisanti of Buffalo now realizes he will retain an all-Erie County district as originally proposed, according to his chief of staff, Douglas J. Curella. 

That preserves for the moment Conservative backing for Grisanti’s only announced Democratic opponent, former County Legislature Chairman Charles M. Swanick. 

Widespread speculation had raised the possibility of a new Grisanti district crossing county lines and throwing determination of the often crucial minor-party line into the hands of statewide party officials rather than the Erie County committee that is backing Swanick. 

While state legislators and party honchos across New York were still waiting late Monday for the joint Assembly-Senate panel to release new boundary lines, some details were beginning to emerge. Burling bowed out of his re-election effort after he was apparently convinced that a plan to send most of his district into neighboring Erie County will remain intact. 

“I leave behind a strong conservative record and am pleased to have been an outspoken voice for the hard-working families and small businesses in my district,” he said in announcing his retirement. “There are many challenges and opportunities ahead, and I look forward to whatever the future may bring.” 

All that appeared to solidify the Republican Assembly candidacy of former East Aurora Mayor David J. DiPietro, who has already announced for the seat and was acting Monday like the eventual nominee as he praised Burling and outlined his own plans. 

“Today I will begin meeting in earnest with neighbors and key decision-makers to secure the Republican nomination for Assembly,” DiPietro said. 

All of this occurs as Senate and Assembly leaders were sending to the governor a plan with few changes from one devised earlier by the joint legislative task force. Both sides were sniping at each other late Monday when new district maps failed to materialize. 

Senate Democratic spokesman Mike Murphy accused the Republican majority of hiding the new maps and released maps he said represented little change from the originals. 

“These hyperpolitical maps cannot rationally be considered a better product,” Murphy said. 

But Scott Reif, Senate Republican spokesman, was more than pleased with the result. 

“We’ve made dozens of changes to the original maps, virtually all of them based on public input, and have advanced a constitutional amendment that would achieve historic reform of the process,” he said. “As a result, this is an even better reapportionment plan.” 

Still, uncertainty surrounds the plan’s fate as it reaches the desk of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. He told Talk 1300 Radio in Albany on Monday that he will veto any bill that does not make adequate provisions for a constitutional amendment to guarantee that legislative reapportionment will be undertaken by an independent commission in the future. 

“It’s up to them,” Cuomo said. “They’ve known for weeks what I need. They give me what I need to do it, or I veto this.” 

The governor said he will seek a “statute” to require the Legislature to abide by the independent panel concept, which those close to the situation say will act as a safeguard. That’s because two successive legislatures must approve the constitutional amendment Cuomo seeks, in addition to voter approval in a statewide referendum. 

But even what the Legislature has so far devised failed to impress independent watchdog groups like Common Cause New York. Executive Director Susan Lerner accused the Legislature of advancing its plan “under cover of darkness.” 

“We agree this is not an acceptable way to proceed with redistricting,” she told reporters in a statewide conference call. “We are forced to conclude this looks and feels like change simply for change’s sake. 

“It’s a scandal and no way interchangeable with reform in this year,” she added. 
AD-147

Buffalo News  Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.png]_1103544538.doc
[image: image1.png]






